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Racial separatism, gender discrimination, and white dominance have historically thwarted black Americans'
occupational aspirations. Access to medical education has also been limited, and mobility within the
profession, leading to unequal access to health care. There have, however, been notable triumphs. In Against
the Odds, Wilbur Watson describes successful efforts by determined individuals and small groups of black
Americans, since the early nineteenth century, to establish a strong black presence in the medical profession.
Changes in medical education and hospital management, desegregation of the medical establishment, and the
contemporary challenges of managed-care organizations all attest to their achievements.

Watson analyzes sociocultural, political, and psychological factors associated with African-American
medical practice; race and gender differences in medical education and professional development; and
doctor-patient relationships during and since the period of racial separatism. He discusses the policy
implications of physicians' viewpoints on issues such as folk practitioners as health care providers, medical
care for the poor, abortion and euthanasia, the Tuskegee syphilis experiments, and the emergence of
managed-care organizations. Through in-depth interviews with older physicians and comparative analyses of
their situated techniques of coping with racial discrimination and segregation, we gain insight into the effects
of separatism on the minds, selves, and social interactions of African-American physicians. Finally, Watson
outlines current ethics, demographic changes since desegregation, the contemporary status of black
physicians, and recent changes in the socioeconomic organization of the profession of medicine.

Against the Odds is a unique study of the history, ethnography, and social psychology of blacks in medicine.
Watson successfully debunks the myth that black physicians were less competent providers than their white
counterparts: a myth that persists to this day. First-person accounts, from periods of socially and legally
sanctioned racial separatism and the first three decades of desegregation in the United States, bring readers
closer to the physicians' lived experiences than mere social or quantitative description. This engaging
account will interest those in the fields of African-American studies, medicine, and sociology.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Craig:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Against the Odds: Blacks in the
Profession of Medicine in the United States will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading some
sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Belinda Bedard:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Against the Odds: Blacks in the Profession
of Medicine in the United States is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Shane Hern:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. Against the Odds: Blacks in the Profession of Medicine in the United States can
be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Mary Tobin:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication Against the Odds: Blacks in the Profession of Medicine in the
United States was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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