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"A most remarkable book . . . awonderful account of an odd and unlikely place where for abrief timea
small number of people pursued aromantic vision of what alife dedicated to art should belike. . . asuperb
story."BBWilliam O'Neill, author of American High: The Y ears of Confidence, 1945-1960

The beatnik was born in Venice, California, in the 1950s. An imaginary figure in many respectsbbthe
invention of both the media and the people who played the beatnik roleBbthe character quickly assumed
nearly mythic proportions for the American public. Coffeehouses, beards, poetry, drugs, and free-wheeling
sexuality were all associated with the beatnik, the quintessential rebel who, by rejecting material values,
represented both a threat and an alluring aternative to the dominant middle-class culture.

In this fascinating book, John Arthur Maynard tells the story of the poets and promoters who invented the
Beat Generation and who, in many cases, destroyed themselves in the process. In thislook at the least
remembered (but in itstime, most publicized) beat enclave, Maynard focuses on two of Venice's most
newsworthy residentsbbLawrence Lipton and Stuart Z. Perkoff. Lipton began as awriter of popular
detective stories and screenplays, but was determined to be recognized as a poet and socia critic. He
eventually published The Holy Barbarians, which helped to create the enduring public image of the beatnik.
Stuart Perkoff was a more gifted poet; with fascination and horror, we follow hisfailed attempts to support
hisfamily, his heroin addiction, hisfirst wive's courage and mental fragility, his sexual entanglements, his
imprisonment, and the development of his own writing. Other characters who move in and out of the story
are Kenneth Rexroth, Jack Kerouac, and Allen Ginsberg, as well as lesser-known poets, artists, hangers-on,
and the many women who were rarely treated as full members of the community.

For most of the 1950s, the V enice beatniks were able to live and work in isolation. Once the media
decided that beats made good copy, however, their peace was shattered. Reporters, drug dealers, violent
criminals, and would-be beatniks invaded Venice in such force that many "square” residents began an
unrelenting campaign to purge their community of bohemianism. This campaign persisted long after the
beats, who tended to ignore poalitics, had yielded the stage to a new generation of political activists. Inthis
collective biography, based largely on unpublished sources, Maynard tells us how these events affected
public perceptions and the beats own perceptions of themselves.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Hester:

Venice West can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put
every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Venice West but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Jose Miller:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Venice West reserve written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still uncertainty Venice West as good book not just by the cover but also from the content.
Thisis one book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening
to yet another sixth sense.

Karen Strange:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book isagroup of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve Venice West was filled with regards to science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read aguide. In the
modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Shirley Vega:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
Venice West. You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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