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This new edition introduces the social science audiences of a new century to one of the classic highlights of
the mid-twentieth century. This is the most general statement of the general theory of action as it was
developed by its principle exponent, Talcott Parsons, and his close collaborators who formed the core of the
fabled department of social relations at Harvard University. Toward a General Theory of Action is an
extremely ambitious formulation of the ingredients, dimensions, and ranges that determine human behavior.

Parsons and Shils enunciate principles that are at the core of contemporary social science preoccupations-
including the precarious balance between social integration and conflict. The volume is at once universal in
intent and highly personal, an expression of Parsons' thought, one of the most notable sociological theorists
of the century. Finally, the book symbolizes the interdisciplinary impulse that typified a widespread belief in
the unity of the sciences. This edition includes the collaborative group's introductory statement, Richard
Sheldon's essay on the theoretical and philosophical status of the general theory of action, and "Values,
Motives and Systems of Action" by Parsons and Shils.

Guy Swanson, writing in the The American Sociological Review, noted that "Parsons and Shils have
performed a major service in clearing away many old controversies, in showing the reasonableness of a
behavioral foundation for general theory in social science as a whole and in sociology in particular, in
clarifying the interrelations among many concepts, and in the insightful interpretation of particular pieces of
data." It is testimony to this book's continuing significance that it continues to generate new lines of research
and writings.
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From reader reviews:

Loraine Brown:

The e-book untitled Toward a General Theory of Action: Theoretical Foundations for the Social Sciences
(Social Science Classics Series) is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of
Toward a General Theory of Action: Theoretical Foundations for the Social Sciences (Social Science
Classics Series) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Raymond Bryan:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Toward a General Theory of Action:
Theoretical Foundations for the Social Sciences (Social Science Classics Series) book written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still hesitation Toward a General Theory of Action: Theoretical Foundations for the Social
Sciences (Social Science Classics Series) as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content.
This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to a different sixth sense.

Lorraine Vargas:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Toward a General Theory of
Action: Theoretical Foundations for the Social Sciences (Social Science Classics Series).

Ada Peterson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Toward a General Theory of Action: Theoretical Foundations for the Social Sciences (Social



Science Classics Series) when you required it?
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