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“Grant and Lee were about as evenly matched in military talent as any two opposing generals have ever
been. Grant's strength was unwavering adherence to his strategic objective. He made mistakes, but the
overall pattern of his campaign reveals an innovative general employing thoughtful combinations of
maneuver and force to bring a difficult adversary to bay on his home turf. Lee's strength was resilience and
the fierce devotion that he inspired in his troops. He, too, made mistakes and often placed his smaller army in
peril. But each time—Spotsylvania Court House and the North Anna River come to mind—he improvised
solutions that turned bad situations his way.” - Gordon C. Rhea
The Overland Campaign that pitted Robert E. Lee against Ulysses S. Grant is one of the most famous
campaigns of the Civil War, and perhaps its greatest chess match. While Grant sought to destroy Lee's Army
of Northern Virginia along the way to Richmond, Lee aimed to defend his capital while staying alert for a
golden opportunity to strike a decisive blow against Grant's Army of the Potomac. The result was an
incredibly costly campaign that saw 4 major battles and near continuous fighting in May and June 1864.
At the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5-7, 1864), Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee had fought to a
standstill in their first encounter, failing to dislodge each other despite incurring nearly 30,000 casualties
between the Union Army of the Potomac and the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia. Despite the fierce
fighting, Grant continued to push his battered but resilient army south, hoping to beat Lee’s army to the
crossroads at Spotsylvania Court House, but Lee’s army beat Grant’s to Spotsylvania and began digging in,
setting the scene for on and off fighting from May 8-21 that ultimately inflicted more casualties than the
Battle of the Wilderness. In fact, with over 32,000 casualties among the two sides, it was the deadliest battle
of the Overland Campaign.
After Spotsylvania, Grant and Lee both raced to the next natural defensive line, the North Anna River, where
Lee sprang a trap for Grant by establishing an inverted V as a defensive line, with the salient touching the
North Anna River, which would allow the Army of Northern Virginia to use interior lines to fall upon the
separate wings of the Union army if it tried to cross the river. As fate would have it, Grant would fall into
Lee’s trap, only for Lee to be debilitated by illness at the crucial moments, allowing Grant to realize the
potential mistake and avoid a major pitched battle.
By the time the two armies reached Cold Harbor near the end of May 1864, Grant incorrectly thought that
Lee’s army was on the verge of collapse. On June 3, 1864, sensing he could break Lee’s army, Grant ordered
a full out assault at dawn in the hopes of catching the rebels before they could fully entrench. Although the
story of Union soldiers pinning their names on the back of their uniforms in anticipation of death at Cold
Harbor is apocryphal, the frontal assault on June 3 inflicted thousands of Union casualties in about half an
hour. In just minutes, 7,000 Union soldiers were killed or wounded as 30,000 Confederate soldiers
successfully held the line against 50,000 Union troops, losing just 1,500 men in the process.
The Overland Campaign stunned Americans in 1864, but Cold Harbor would be the last major battle of the
Overland Campaign because Grant would reach his objective by stealing a march on Lee to cross the James
River, beginning the actions that would lead to the siege of Petersburg. This book chronicles the campaign



with analysis of the generalship, accounts by generals and soldiers, pictures, and more.
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From reader reviews:

James Jackson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Overland Campaign: The Battles of the Wilderness, Spotsylvania
Court House, North Anna, and Cold Harbor.

Alma Medina:

The book The Overland Campaign: The Battles of the Wilderness, Spotsylvania Court House, North Anna,
and Cold Harbor gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Overland Campaign: The Battles of the
Wilderness, Spotsylvania Court House, North Anna, and Cold Harbor to become your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You can know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Overland Campaign: The Battles of the
Wilderness, Spotsylvania Court House, North Anna, and Cold Harbor. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

James Sanford:

The actual book The Overland Campaign: The Battles of the Wilderness, Spotsylvania Court House, North
Anna, and Cold Harbor will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal
to you. The book The Overland Campaign: The Battles of the Wilderness, Spotsylvania Court House, North
Anna, and Cold Harbor is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Vicki Harris:

You will get this The Overland Campaign: The Battles of the Wilderness, Spotsylvania Court House, North
Anna, and Cold Harbor by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your
solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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