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Leonardo Benevolo, author of The Architecture of the Renaissance and History of Modern Architecture
(MIT Press, 1971), here provides a basic history of the man-made environment in Europe and the Near East,
where the idea first emerged of the city as an integral and self-contained settlement, containing within itself
other lesser settlements. Cities remain specifically historical creations. They have not always existed; they
began at a certain time in the evolution of society and can be ended or radically transformed at another. They
came into being as a result of a historical need; and it is for this reason that the origins of the city in the
ancient world, and its future in the modern world, need to be studied.

An essential feature of Benevolo's method are his detailed studies of the growth of specific European cities,
and these heavily illustrated accounts provide a valuable source of reference material for the student of
architecture and urban studies and for the general reader.

Contents: Introduction: The prehistoric background and the beginnings of the city; The free city in Greece;
Rome: city and worldwide empire; The formation of the medieval environment; The cities of Islam;
European cities in the Middle Ages; Renaissance art; Italian cities during the Renaissance; European
colonization; The capitalists of Baroque Europe; The setting of the Industrial Revolution; The 'post-liberal'
city; The modern city; The situation today; Index.
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From reader reviews:

Myron Abbott:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you will want this The History of the City.

Rebecca Wheeler:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The History of the City is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

William Pak:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The History of the City reserve
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The History of the City as good book but not only by the
cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Stephen Morgan:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. Through the book The History of the City we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book The History of the City. You can more
pleasing than now.
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