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Our conventional understanding of English portraiture from the age of Holbein and Henry VIII on to
Reubens, VanDyck and Charles I clings to the mainstream images of royalty and aristocracy and to the
succession of known practitioners of 'Renaissance' portraiture. Projection of the royal or aristocratic persona,
the self-fashioning of the individual, remained the main objective of these works, and the steady
development towards more sophisticated stylistic conventions, as imported by prominent foreign-trained
artists, remains the traditional art historical context in which they have been considered.

In almost every respect, the 'civic' portraits examined here stand in sharp contrast to these traditional
narratives. Depicting mayors and aldermen, livery company masters, school and college heads, they were
meant to be read as statements about the civic leaders and civic institutions rather than about the sitters in
their own right. Displayed in civic premises rather than country homes, exemplifying civic rather than
personal virtues, and usually commissioned by institutions rather than their sitters, they have yet to be
considered as a type of their own, or in their appropriate social and political context.

Tittler presents them here as statements about civic identity, as integral components of the political culture of
civic institutions in post-Reformation England. Along the way, he offers pioneering examinations of the
'folk' or vernacular styles in which they were often done, of the anonymous, native-English artisan-painters
who usually did them and of the local and regional basis of this type of portrait painting.

A remarkable study that will be welcome by early modern historians and art historians.
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From reader reviews:

Cornell Neal:

The book The face of the city: Civic portraiture and civic identity in early modern England (Politics Culture
and Society in Early Modern Britain MUP) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book The face of the city: Civic
portraiture and civic identity in early modern England (Politics Culture and Society in Early Modern Britain
MUP) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a guide The face of the
city: Civic portraiture and civic identity in early modern England (Politics Culture and Society in Early
Modern Britain MUP). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Olga Andres:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The face of the city: Civic portraiture
and civic identity in early modern England (Politics Culture and Society in Early Modern Britain MUP) is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Richard Osteen:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want sense happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The face of the
city: Civic portraiture and civic identity in early modern England (Politics Culture and Society in Early
Modern Britain MUP) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Angela Strange:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve The face of the city: Civic portraiture and civic identity in early
modern England (Politics Culture and Society in Early Modern Britain MUP) was filled with regards to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some



people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you
can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you
just wanted.
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