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Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania by bestselling author Erik Larson offers a detailed look into
the May 7, 1915 sinking of the British passenger ship the Lusitania by a German U-boat near the start of
WWI. This review follows along the chronological storyline of the book, and includes special attention to the
extensive detail offered by the author. The summary is followed by an analysis of the book’s strengths and
weaknesses.
Larson weaves this story by offering alternating views of the captain of the Lusitania, the commander of the
sub that sank it, the passengers aboard the ship, British naval intelligence officers, and President Wilson. The
general story line is chronological and the various perspectives alternate throughout the telling. Two central
thesis are developed throughout the book. The first is that the author is sympathetic to the captain of the
Lusitania who was somewhat maligned after the event by those who sought to blame the sinking of the ship
on his incompetence. The second concerns the suggestion that there was deliberate negligence on the part of
British intelligence and leadership who recognized strategic advantage in the ship being attacked in terms of
its potential to draw Americans into the war as allies. The author uses rich archival detail to support both
claims.
Larson is both an accomplished journalist and historical novelist. He has written four New York Times
bestselling books on subjects ranging from serial killers to hurricanes. He has written for The Wall Street
Journal and Time Magazine as a staff journalist. He has been a contributing author to The Atlantic, Harper’s,
and The New Yorker. His academic background includes a bachelors in Russian history, language and
culture from the University of Pennsylvania, and a Masters in journalism from Columbia University.
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Johnson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Dead Wake: : The Last Crossing of
the Lusitania by Erik Larson | Summary & Analysis book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Mindy Arredondo:

Typically the book Dead Wake: : The Last Crossing of the Lusitania by Erik Larson | Summary & Analysis
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Dead
Wake: : The Last Crossing of the Lusitania by Erik Larson | Summary & Analysis is much recommended to
you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Laurence Terry:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Dead Wake: : The Last Crossing of the
Lusitania by Erik Larson | Summary & Analysis e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how
to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
skepticism Dead Wake: : The Last Crossing of the Lusitania by Erik Larson | Summary & Analysis as good
book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book
by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Robert Mangino:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
Among the books in the top collection in your reading list is Dead Wake: : The Last Crossing of the
Lusitania by Erik Larson | Summary & Analysis. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get
many advantages.
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